
 
 

West Coast Collaborative 
Construction Workgroup 

September 20, 2005 Teleconference Meeting Summary 
 
The Construction Workgroup met by teleconference on September 20, 2005.  This was a 
regularly scheduled meeting to  
 
Sector Relevant Grants and Conferences 
 
EPA reported on several grant opportunities and events currently open and relevant to the 
Locomotive sector.  The West Coast Collaborative continues to track funding 
opportunities and conferences on the website www.westcoastcollaborative.org under the 
“Resources” and “Calendar” sections.   

Incentives for Purchasing Lower-Emission Heavy-Duty Engines from the Carl Moyer Program 
(Due Date September 30, 2005 2PM).  New vehicles and engines must achieve a 30 percent 
reduction, and repowered vehicles and retrofits must achieve a 15% reduction of NOx emissions 
compared to current emission standards. Projects reducing PM and/or ROG are also eligible for 
funding provided they are cost-effective. Alternative fuel engines, such as those using 
compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, propane and electricity will be given preference for 
funding. However, cleaner diesel engines may be considered in the off-road category. 
http://www.aqmd.gov/tao/implementation/carl_moyer_program_2001.html  

2005 National Clean Diesel Campaign Policy Leaders Summit: Accelerating the Path to Cleaner 
Air; December 7-8, 2005, Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, D.C.  For more 
information, go to: www.cleanfleetsusa.net/cfusa/ncdcpls.htm 
 
November 1-3 SAE Commercial vehicles in Rosemont, IL 
Commercial Vehicle Engineering Congress and Exhibition – A global assemble of On- 
and Off- Highway engineering professionals. 
 
 
CMAQ Funds and authorizing legislation 
Tim Regan, Corning, joined the call to discuss recent federal legislation, particularly 
related to Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) improvement program funds.  
While there are several pieces of diesel related authorizations, most require follow-up to 
fully realize the benefits (that is authorizations don’t actual appropriate monies to 
programs). 
 
Transportation Bill 
Significant amendment in the bill known as the CMAQ provision includes: 

1) Making diesel retrofits eligible for use in construction and non-attainment sites 



2) Requiring EPA to provide guidance to the industry on what technology to 
deploy – for verified or certified technologies to promote emerging technologies 
3) Instructing EPA to provide information on cost effectiveness 
4) Making use of CMAQ funding for retrofits a priority, particularly where 
required under contract 
5)  Asking states to look at cost effective congestion mitigation. 

 
None of these issues undermine the authority of states or Municipal Planning 
Organizations (MPOs) and it does not amend the Clean Air Act, rather, it is designed 
primarily as a transportation issue.  (CMAQ funds cannot, however, be used for the 
certification process, but could be used for guidance and training.) 
 
In addition the bill clarified State Implementation Plan (SIP) and conformity credits such 
that CMAQ funds would get credit.  EPA committed to issue guidance in a way that is 
likely to encourage states to use CMAQ funds for credit (FHA also plans to update their 
CMAQ guidance manual in light of the retrofit opportunities).  SIP and conformity 
credits can add the incentive for states to direct CMAQ funds to retrofit.  The end result 
for the construction industry is that contractors could get funding to retrofit vehicles to 
the point that it is almost covers the whole cost. 
 
The remaining issue in terms of policy is that the industry is waiting for EPA guidance 
which makes a hard link between conformity credit and CMAQ funds for retrofits.  
Without it, there won’t get the same focus on retrofits.  However, for some areas, such as 
all of Washington State, there are no PM 2.5 areas, so the conformity credit guidance 
won’t have any impact on incentives. 
 
EPA Budget 
EPA asked for $25 million for diesel related budget items and got $12 million ($5 million 
for the National Clean Diesel Campaign and $7 million for the Clean School Bus 
program).  Given that in last few years, EPA has asked for approximately $90 million and 
received $19 million, this was a rather successful legislative session. 
 
The West Coast Collaborative is the national pilot for this program.  As part of this 
campaign, EPA expects to issue around $4 million West Coast Collaborative RFIP to be 
announced in December 2005. 
 
Energy Bill 
In the federal Energy Bill there are three major diesel related authorizations including:  

 The so-called Voinovich amendment for Diesel Emission Reductions tallying 
$200 million per year for 5 years 

 Clean School Bus program totally $110 million per year for 3 years, and 
 Traffic Mitigation for $100 million per year for 3 years.   

 
Mr. Reagon suggested the need for congressional representatives to hear from home 
constituents at this point rather than from inside the beltway.  He further suggested the 



coordinated grass roots support can play an important role in securing over $300 million 
per year for diesel related reductions. 
 
Alaska Fish Oil Biodiesel Project 
Tim Hudson, NPS and John Steigers, Steigers Corp. joined the call to report on progress 
with the Alaska fish oil biodiesel project.  The project ran a total of 1,100 gallons of fish 
oil biodiesel this summer; they used varying blends of B20, B40, and pure B100 in 
various vehicles and engines throughout the summer.  The project now turns to 
evaluating what happens through a freeze-thaw weather cycle.   
 
The results of the trials suggest the need for better filtration to eliminate sediment 
carrying over, and there are some issues with fuel compatibility.  Overall though, the tests 
were enormously successful in the sense that they found the issues to sort out before 
being ready to go commercial.  They will re-start running the fuel in the spring (the pour 
point is about 32 degrees so it’s not likely to be a good cold weather fuel).  There may be 
technologies to further process the fuel 
 
The focus has been on the demonstration of technological viability (3,500 gallons of 
Alaska fish oil was processed to biodiesel in 2004 and 10,000 gallons in 2005).  There are 
firms moving ahead with commercially viable processing that will integrate operations in 
regional and local economies.  An economically viable biodiesel industry in Alaska looks 
to be in the making where the feedstock, processing, and use are all local.  
 
Excavation Equipment Biodiesel Use 
Albert Postema of Earthwise Excavation, Snohomish WA discussed the use of biodiesel 
in his excavation company.  He used B100 (B95 in the winter) in 18 vehicles (11 off-road, 
7 on-road).  While overall there was good success, there were some filtering problems 
and a need to replace hoses earlier than normal. 
 
General Update on the Collaborative 
There are three areas of budget updates which can be found on the website at 
http://www.westcoastcollaborative.org/congress.htm 
 
Congressional Update 
EPA Budget 
In August, the President signed EPA’s budget, which contained three funded programs 
relevant to voluntary diesel emissions reductions efforts: 
 

 For the first time ever, there is a $5 million appropriation for a National Clean 
Diesel Campaign.  The West Coast Collaborative is the national pilot for this 
program.  As part of this campaign, EPA expects to issue a $3-3.5 million for a 
West Coast Collaborative RFIP to be announced in December 2005. 

 In its fourth year, and the second year at this funding level, the Clean School Bus 
USA program was funded at $7 million. 

 Lastly, for the first year ever, EPA’s community-based toxics program (CARE) 
was funded at $3 million. 



 
Energy Bill 
In the federal Energy Bill signed in August 2005, there is a total of over $400 
million/year in authorizations for the next three years that could apply to voluntary diesel 
emissions reductions.  These authorizations include: provisions for fleet modernization, 
retrofit programs, biofuels development and idle reduction.   It is important to note that 
although these are all authorizations and not appropriations it is still an important success. 
 
Transportation Bill 
The Transportation Bill was also signed August and not only contained the identical 
Clean School Bus authorization as was in the Energy Bill ($55 million/year for two 
years), but also contained an important amendment that addresses diesel mitigation 
within the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) program.  CMAQ are funds 
set aside under the Highway Trust Fund Surface Transportation Program available for all 
types of congestion and air quality related initiatives, including non-road retrofits.  
Because these funds have not been regularly used for retrofits, the amendment: 

 Requires EPA to develop and evaluate and list cost effective diesel retrofit 
technologies; and  

 Directs state to prioritize CMAQ money for retrofits and cost effective strategies 
to reduce pollution and improve; 

 Makes up to $11 billion over 6 years available for these types of projects (EPA 
estimates that about $3 million will be used for off-road retrofits) 

 
For more detailed information on these bills and other links, visit: 
http://www.westcoastcollaborative.org/congress.htm 
 
 
Conclusion 
The next Construction sector workgroup call will be November 22, 2005, 1-2 pm PDT. 
 
 
Attendees: 

Contact Information 
Name Organization E-mail Phone 

Albert Postema Earthwise Excavation earthwise@postema.com 360-668-2452 
Bob Evans Ramos Oil bobevans@ramosoil.com 916-371-3289 
Brewster Boyd Ross & Associates brewster.boyd@ross-assoc.com  206-447-1805 
Dana Warn US EPA Region 10 Warn.dana@epa.gov 206-553-6390 
Freya Arick Sacramento AQMD FARICK@airquality.org 916-874-4891 
John Brock US EPA, Region 9 Brock.john@epa.gov 415-972-3999 
John Steigers Steigers Corp jasteigers@steigers.com 303-799-3633 
Kevin Downing Oregon DEQ DOWNING.Kevin@deq.state.or.us 503-229-6549 
Kitty Martin CARB kmartin@arb.ca.gov  916-324-1362 
Larry Sherwood Sacramento AQMD lsherwood@airquality.org 916-874-4802 
Mia Waters Washington State DOT WatersY@wsdot.wa.gov 206-440-4541 



Contact Information 
Name Organization E-mail Phone 

Michelle Roos US EPA, Region 9 Roos.michelle@epa.gov 415-947-4187 
Mike Boyer Washington Dept. of 

Ecology 
mboy461@ecy.wa.gov 360-407-6863 

Monica Beard-
Raymond 

US EPA Beard-Raymond.Monica@epa.gov 734-214-4047 

Paul Carr Puget Sound Clean Air 
Agency 

paulc@pscleanair.org 206-689-4085 

Steve Albrink  US EPA Albrink.steve@epa.gov 202-343-9671 
Steve Hurd Caterpillar Hurd_Stephen_S@cat.com 309-578-6088 
Susan Payne Lane Council of 

Governments 
SPayne@lcog.org 541-682-7435 

Susan Tyson    
T.C. Wilson Alaska Power 

Association 
tcwilson@alaskapower.org  907-688-4101

Tim Hudson National Park Service tim_hudson@nps.gov 907-644-3381 
Tim Regan Corning, Inc regantj@corning.com 202-682-3140 
Wayne Elson U.S. EPA, Region 10 elson.wayne@epamail.epa.gov 206-553-1463 
 


